July 29, 2007

Rev. JamesR. Rafferty, Pagor
SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Vigil Mass: Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m.
& 5:15 p.m.

Parents preparing for the Baptism of
a child should contact the parish office
to schedule amesting with Fr. Jm. You
mugt aso attend one dass(dassesarethe
last Tuesday of odd numbered months).
We encourageyou to finish the
preparation prior to the birth of your child
so that baptism can occur as soon
possible &fter the birth. Baptisms will be
the second Sunday of each month.

Couples planning to marry should
contact the pastor at least six months
before the wedding. Mini wedding
prep August 8, 2007

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 3:00 —4:00 pm
First Friday 8:00 am & 11:30 am
First Saturday 8:00 am. & 3:00 pm
Or by Appointment, call parish office

PARISH OFFICE:

32477 church
Rockwood, M1 48173
734-379-9248 Fax 379-6548
Email: stmaryrockwood@sbcglobal.net

PARISH COUNCIL:
Darryl Gregerson, Chairperson
734-671-0564
Email duedrop24@hotmail.com
Minutes and agenda’ s for each meeting
are available in the parish office.

ST.MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL:
Michelle E. Seward, Principal
32447 Church 734-379-9285
Email: sewardm@comcast.net

CATECHISM OFFICE:
Angela Maile, Pastoral Assistant
32477 Church 734-379-9248
WEBSITE:
www.stmaryrockwoodmi.org

Lay Leanings
By Mike Stewart

I went to lunch with a friend. As we
entered the busy parking lot, a car
parked near the door began backing out.
“How about that? Thank you Jesus!”
he exclaimed loudly. | had to chuckle. |
didn’t realize my friend was so religious.
Jesus seems to get credit or takes the
blame for alot of things.

I recall my mother thanking God for just
about everything, but never, ever blam-
ing God. “Count your blessings,” she
used to tell us kids, “and you'll never be
able to count that high.”  And more re-
cently, my mother-in-law is the world
champion-thanker-of-Jesus, and she
even manages to include our Blessed
Mother in her gratitude. *“ Thank you,
Momma Mary,” she's apt to say if some
good fortune just happens to come her
way.

Seeing all this well-placed gratitude
caused me to question, is Jesus really
responsible for everything that happens
to us? It's clear from scripture that the
Israelite people believed that everything
came from God. When they followed
God, they were rewarded with good for-
tune, and when they strayed, they could
end up being a pillar of salt. Inthe Gos-
pels, Jesus seemed to go out of his way
on many occasions to give thanks to his
Father, and offered many parables on the
power of gratitude. St. Paul was con-
stantly praising and thanking God for the
goodness he encountered. It's said that
our dear Fr. Solanus Casey thanked God
for everything (from a recent Michigan
Catholic article), “ He had a tremendous
sense of gratitude to God, and a belief
that mankind’s great fault is one of in-
gratitude.” And finaly, author Fr. Ron
Rolheiser offers this on gratitude, “ To
be a saint is nothing less than be
warmed and vitalized by gratitude. We
owe it to our Creator to appreciate
things, to be as happy as we can. Pay

(Continued on page 3)
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Our Cupboards arelow-some
are empty!

Can you Help????
Whatever you do for the |least of
my brothers that you
do unto me....

When | was hungry you gave me
to eat, When | was thirsty you
gave meto drink...

Last weekend we served 31 families, 17
came to the Giving Basket and deliveries
were made to 14 who are elderly or dis-
abled. At this point we would not be
able to assemble a standard box for even
a small family or individual. Theonly
item we are well supplied with is
canned vegetables.

While all donations are greatly appreci-
ated during times when we are this low
we respectfully request that you consider
the need to assemble meals for these
families and individuals.

I[temswe are currently most in need of :

boxed potatoes pasta/noodles
cereal applesauce
Rice Juice

Soup peanut butter
Jelly/jam pudding
Hamburger/tuna helper

macaroni & cheese Spaghetti sauce
Canned spaghetti, raviali, etc.
Canned meat (tuna, Spam....)

Please consider asking your employer or
group to host afood drive for the Giving
Basket during the next few months.
Donations can be brought to the church
or parish office.



Mass Schedule
Monday, July 30, 2007
Peter Chrysologus, bp., doctor
8:30 am. Raymond Duvall, from morning mass group
Norm and Marguerite Pollock by Dave and Patricia Tay

Tuesday, July 31, 2007
Ignatius of Loyola
8:30 am. Fr. Solanas Casey 50" anniv. of death
Mary Laura 15" anniv. of death by Mary Jo Forrest

Wednesday, August 1, 2007
Alphonsus Liguari, bp., doctor
8:30a.m. Sue Walters, specia intention

Thursday, August 2, 2007
Eusebius of Vercelli, bp.
8:30 am. Pompeo and Guerrino DeBiasi by Nadia Maurer

First Friday, August 3, 2007

Peter Julian Eymard, priest

8:00 a.m. Tranquillaand Giluseppe Del Ben by Nadia Maurer
Noon Senior Priests

First Saturday, August 4, 2007
John Mary Vianney, priest

8:30 am. Ed Miller special intention
Vigil 18" Ordinary Sunday

4:30 am. Russell LaFeve by Betty VanWassehnova 33" anniv.

Eugene Bosman 22" anniv. by his mother Irene

Sunday, August 5, 2007
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am. Jean Marie Baechle by her Husband Richard
Earl Gonyea by Tom and Joanne Gonyea
10:00 am. Flaget Gonyea by Ron Gildersleeve
Jim and Jeanette Herzog 50" wedding anniv.
11:30 am. Lee Lincoln 39" anniv. by Julie and Doug Lincoln
5:15 p.m. People of the Parish

Readings for the Week of July 29, 2007

Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Mt 13:44-46

Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Mt 14:1-12

Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21
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Please Pray for the Sick

Bernadette Barton  Jean Reynolds Sue Domke
Chris McKitrick Margie Cooley Bessie Burger
Libka Aranki Scott Lawton Fr. Danid (Jerry) Kelly
Matthew Burell Carl Travis Laura Serptti

June Mazo Flo Pushman
Joan Roe John Rapai Sel Attinello
Jerome Ollegs Katelyn Locke Fr. Thomas Byrne
Donna Anthony Kathy Sullivan Natlie Scott
Kristy Dusseau Tom Blanchett Jr  Joyce Murphy
Edwin Rafferty Jane Rhodes Lawrence Michel
Jane Hyman Christian Burrell  Dean Katschor
John Chontos Andrea Head Ve Attinello
Rosemary Doherty  Julia Probst JG Otten

Fr. Aaron DePeyster Laurie & John Wisnieski

Ruby Egan Ruth Walters

Vel & Sal Attinello  Vicki Boteler Matthew Moran

Robin Beck Dorothy Caskey

Thosein the Armed For ces

Nicholas Benyo Paul B. Murphy Joseph J. Boulay
Nicholas Davis Carl Francis Gonyea Harold Egan
David Hebert James T. Herzog Nathan Owen
Brandon Lambrix Andrew Machinski Charles Mills
Amy Omlid Patty Omlid Jonathan Otten
Brandon Paddock Todd R. Otten, M.D John Reaume
Douglas Strasser Patrick Tiderman Paul Vance
Nicholas Wiggington Alex Rhodes Michael Ullman
Rebecca Wyffels-Murphy Serina Wiggington
Christopher Kay Gregory Jankowski Sean Laura

Brian Rhodes Jr. Dennis Mullins

Sarah LaDuke

Greg Gonyea

Week of July 22, 2007

Current Year to Budget for Y ear to Date
Weeks Date Period over/(under)
$5,656 $28,216 $30,000 $(1,784)
CSA $50,315 $43,801 $6,514

Thanks to your support we have exceeded our CSA goa. Any
additional pledges will be returned to the parish and are not
subject to the diocesan assessment.. You can contribute to

Wor ship Commission Open to

New Members!
Anyone wishing to join our Worship Commission please join
us at our next meeting on August 1st at 7:00 p.m. after the
6:30 massin the school hall. All are welcome aong with any
input you may have.
Thank you and God Bless.
Brian Rhodes chairman

Congratulations!
Join us in congratul ating Matthew
and Angela (Czerwonka) Ashcraft
who shared the sacrament of mar-
riage at St. Mary on July 20, 2007.

1st Bann
Misty French and Zachary Bucki
Please keep them in your prayers
asthey prepare to share the
Sacrament of Marriage.




(Lay Leanings Continued from page 1)

for a lovely moment by enjoying it. Resist pessimism and false
guilt. And add this section to the Lord’s Prayer, ‘ Give us today
our daily bread, and help us to enjoy it without guilt.” Keep
God central in all.”

Recently, a friend sent me a little poem which | printed and

have hanging in my office. Every time | read it, | thank God
for the gentle reminder.
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© 2007 Mike Stewart Email: layleanings@yahoo.com
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Come see what it is all about! Come

to the back porch of the parish office

at 7pm on August 27" to learn more

about the program. This year Chil-

dren’s liturgy will be every Sunday at

the 10:00 am. mass, and it runs from

Fall to Summer. We would like to

have a rotating schedule that provides

the children with a number of loving,

faith-filled adults willing to share Christ in a special way. We
provide all materials and work together with you, no experience
is needed. We are in need of both leaders and assistants, please
prayerfully consider if Christ is calling you to share your gifts
and talents with the Children. Feel free to contact the parish
office for more information 734-379-9248.

From the Catechism Office.......

Is Christ calling you to be a Catechist? Please consider shar-
ing your gifts and talents with the young people of St. Mary
Parish. There are many ways to be involved. Catechism is on
Tuesday nights. Sacramental preparation classes are monthly
on Sunday afternoons. Classroom aides are also needed. Please
contact Angelain the Parish office if you are interested.

Catechism will again be on Tuesday evenings, beginning Sept.
11, from 6:15 to 7:00 pm.

Catechism Registration forms now available online. Check
out our improved (and there's still more to come!) website and
print off the forms

www.stmaryrockwoodmi.or g/religious_education.htm

They can be completed and returned with deposit or full pay-
ment to the parish office or through the weekly collection, mark
envelope “Catechism”. Return al required forms by August
25" to alow us to order materials for class. Any questions
please contact Angelain the parish office 734.379.9248.

Spiritual Support Volunteersand

Eucharistic Ministers Needed

Might God be calling you to the special ministry of visiting the
sick? Volunteers are needed at Oakwood Southshore Medical
Center to visit patients and bring Communion. All volunteers
must complete training and orientation and then we ask for a
commitment of two to three hours, one morning each week, or
every other week. If you feel that God might be calling you to
this amazing and humbling ministry, please contact Chaplain
Beverly Beltramo at 734-671-3647.

Natural Family Planning

NFP is Natural Family Planning. It isa scientific way for cou-
ples to determine fertile and infertile times in the wifes cycle
so that a pregnancy may be achieved or avoided. Certified
teachers of the Couple to Couple League (www.ccli.org) teach
a four part class series, with classes spaced about a month
apart. Engaged and married couples can learn the theory and
practice of the sympto-thermal method of Natural Family Plan-
ning. NFP issafe, healthy, effective and morally acceptable.

Call to find out more and register for upcoming NFP classes:
Saline: St. Joseph Hospital

August 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 8 (Mon. 7-9pm)

Liz and Lee Strang (734)439-2217

Ann Arbor: Caritasat St. Joseph sHospital
Sept. 8, Oct. 6, Nov. 3, Dec. 1(Sat. 10 am-noon)
Teachers. Albert and Becky Fargj

Call Jolynn @734.429.0603 to register

Dearborn : Sacred Heart
Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 15, Jan. 12 (Sat. 9-11:30 am)
Tom and Heather Bress (313)277-8067
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Reflections on the

Catechism of the Catholic Church
By Brother Joseph

| begin this series of reflections on the Catechism by acknowl-
edging a most important aspect of our being. It is the unseen
reality of grace that only the believer can truly recognize. In
church history, St. Augustine, a Doctor of the Church, is known
as the authority on the topic of grace. His prolific writings and
insight to grace have shaped and provided the Church with pa-
rameters on how we are to view this sacred element called
grace. There is so much that can be said on the value and con-
tent of St. Augustine’s writings, and since so many endless
hours can be applied to its investigation, | find myself limited
in what | can bring to the table for discussion. For thisreason |
have decided to simply target on some verses out of our Cate-
chism on the Catholic Faith.

CCC 1989 1

The first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion...
Moved by grace, man turns toward God and away from sin,
thus accepting forgiveness and righteousness from on high.

Sometimes it takes a lifetime to recognize, but we are all called
to conversion; a turning away from the disobedience and rebel-
liousness against God and his goodness. Whatever your strug-
gle isin life, take it to prayer and to that great sacrament of
forgiveness, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Allow grace to
enter into your soul and help you to begin to live the life that
we are called to, alife of holiness.

Even this great saint, St. Augustine, struggled in his

movements toward the holy life. Eventually he found

hisrest in God.

Sharing the Gospel
Do you know how to pray? All you need to do is talk to God.
Heisyour loving Father. Tell him how you would like to
make him happy. Ask him to give you the thingsyou really
need. Ask him to help you forgive other people, just like he
forgives you. God loves you, so talk to him often.

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for loving me and listening to me.

WANT TO GET CLOSER TO

THE ONE YOU LOVE?
Y ou can do that on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend!
Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married couples can get
away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones —and focus only on
each other. If you'd like greater depth, growth, and enrichment
in your relationship, you'll like the difference a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter weekend can make! The upcoming week-
ends are September 14-16, October 19-21, and November 16-
18, 2007at St. John Center for Y outh and Family in Plymouth ,
MI . Weekends fill up quickly, so a prompt response is encour-
aged. For information or to register, contact:
Bill & Carol Higgins at 248-528-2512 or
birdhaus@wideopenwest.com or
Dan & Debbie Waring at 586-286-5524
or dwaring@talkamerica.net

Part Time Cleaning Position
Our school has a part time janitorial position available begin-
ning in September. Please |eave a message at the school office
379.9285 if you are interested.




July/August 2007 (Bold mass times ar e changes from nor mal schedule)

29 30 31 1 2 3 4
M ass 8:30, 10:00, BaptismClass| Mass8:30am| Adoration 9:00 am First Friday Food Bank 10-noon
11:30 & 5:15 pm 6:00 pm AA closed to 6:45pm Confession Confession 8:00 am
Our Lady of meeting 7:00 11:30 am & 3:00 pm
Perpetual Help Mass8:008& | Pray at Abortion Clinic
7:30pm|  Worship Com- noon 10:30
mission 7:00 pm Visitsto Bake Sale
homebound

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Mass 8:30, 10:00,| Stewardship Our Lady of AA closed| Adoration 9:00 am Confession 3:00 pm
11:30 & 5:15 pm 6:00| Perpetual Help meeting 7:00 to 6:45pm Pray at Abortion Clinic
Bake Sale 7:30pm Parish Council 10:30

7:00 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Mass 8:30, 10:00, Marriage Prep AA closed| Adoration 9:00 am Food Bank 10-noon
11:30 & 5:15 pm 6:00 meeting 7:00 to 6:45pm Pray at Abortion Clinic
Bake Sdle Our Lady of 10:30
Baptism 12:30 Perpetual Help Confession 3:00 pm
7:30pm Parish Participation
Picnic 5:30 pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Mass 8:30, 10:00, | Kids Day 10- Our Lady of AA closed| Adoration 9:00 am Pray at Abortion Clinic
11:30 & 5:15 pm 3:00| Perpetual Help meeting 7:00 to 6:45pm 10:30
Bake Sale 7:30pm Christian Service Confession 3:00 pm

7:00
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Beth Herzog
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Special instructions

RATING:
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