July 22, 2007

Rev. JamesR. Rafferty, Pagor
SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Vigil Mass: Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m.
& 5:15 p.m.

Parents preparing for the Baptism of
a child should contact the parish office
to schedule amesting with Fr. Jm. You
mugt aso attend one dass(dassesarethe
last Tuesday of odd numbered months).
We encourageyou to finish the
preparation prior to the birth of your child
so that baptism can occur as soon
possible &fter the birth. Baptisms will be
the second Sunday of each month.

Couples planning to marry should
contact the pastor at least six months
before the wedding. Mini wedding
prep August 8, 2007

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 3:00 —4:00 pm
First Friday 8:00 am & 11:30 am
First Saturday 8:00 am. & 3:00 pm
Or by Appointment, call parish office

PARISH OFFICE:

32477 church
Rockwood, M1 48173
734-379-9248 Fax 379-6548
Email: stmaryrockwood@sbcglobal.net

PARISH COUNCIL:
Darryl Gregerson, Chairperson
734-671-0564
Email duedrop24@hotmail.com
Minutes and agenda’ s for each meeting
are available in the parish office.

ST.MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL:
Michelle E. Seward, Principal
32447 Church 734-379-9285
Email: sewardm@comcast.net

CATECHISM OFFICE:
Angela Maile, Pastoral Assistant
32477 Church 734-379-9248
WEBSITE:
www.stmaryrockwoodmi.org

Our Cupboardsare low!
Can you Help????
Whatever you do for the |least of
my brothers that you
do unto me....

When | was hungry you gave me
to eat, When | was thirsty you
gave meto drink...

Summer is always a challenge for our
food pantry. Please remember those
(and the numbers are increasing due to
this difficult economy!) who are strug-
gling to meet the basic need of feeding
their families and themselves.

Items we are currently most in need of :

boxed potatoes pasta/noodles
Canned meat (tuna, cereal
Spam....) rice

Soup peanut butter
Jelly/jam paper products
macaroni & cheese soap
Hamburger/tuna helper

Spaghetti sauce pudding
Canned spaghetti, raviali, etc.
Applesauce

If you are able to help those most in
need please bring your contribution to
the church or parish office.

Wor ship Commission Open to

New Members!
IAnyone wishing to join our Worship
Commission please join us at our next
meeting on August 1st at 7:00 p.m. af-
ter the 6:30 mass in the school hall. All
are welcome along with any input you
may have. Thank you and God Bless.
Brian Rhodes chairman

Black page

Come see what

it is all

about! Come

to the back

porch of the

parish office at

7pm on Au-

gust 27" to

learn more about the program. This year
Children’s liturgy will be every Sunday
at the 10:00 am. mass, and it runs from
Fall to Summer. We would like to have
a rotating schedule that provides the
children with a number of loving, faith-
filled adults willing to share Christ in a
special way. We provide all materials
and work together with you, no experi-
ence is needed. We are in need of both
leaders and assistants, please prayerfully
consider if Christ is calling you to share
your gifts and talents with the Chil-
dren. Feel free to contact the parish
office for more information 734-379-
9248.

Kids Day at

St. Mary's
Children of St. Mary’'s, their friends and
relatives are invited to join us for a day of
fun Monday, August 20 from 10:00 to
3:00. Please call the Parish Office to reg-
ister, there is no cost, this is to ensure we
have enough food and supplies on hand.

Solitude
In quiet hours when most apart
The Christian soul may seem to be,
Then Heaven is nearest to her heart
And from distractions she is free.
In solitude she meets her Lord,
To Him she tells her soul’ s distress,
Temptations which about her roared,
The fears her inward growth suppress.
In silence God bestows His grace
Upon her weary soul and gives
Her strength to reach that sacred place
Where He with all the Blessed lives.
Oh! Welcome then the solemn hour
When God and you may be alone,
When His omnipotence and power
To you will clearly be made known




Mass Schedule
Monday, July 23, 2007
Bridget of Sweden, religious
8:30 am. Sue and Girls by Sue Miskelley

Tuesday, July 24, 2007
Sharbel M akluf, priest
8:30 am. Jennie Benyo by Family of Edward Strech

Wednesday, July 25, 2007
James, apostle
6:30 p.m. Jennie Benyo by John and Jackie Aoun

Thursday, July 26, 2007

Joachim and Anne, parentsof Mary

6:30 p.m. Special Intention by James Drexler
Laura Anne Prohaska by her Family
Maeve Mulliken by Dave and Patrica Tay

Friday, July 27, 2007
8:30 am. Jill Miskelley for a Partner

Saturday, July 28, 2007

Blessed Virgin Mary

8:30 am. Rose Caputo and Fr. Peter Ryple by Nadia Maurer
Vigil Seventeenth Sunday Ordinary Sunday

4:30 p.m. Peter and Ferrah Szymanski by

Sunday, July 29, 2007
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am. David and Gioconda DeBenedet
by Nadia Maurer Family
10:00 am. Alvin Gonyea by The Family
Samuel Prado by Veronica Gonyea
11:30 am. Joe Gonyea by Kay Bourassa
5:15 p.m. Floyd Gonyea by wife Lourdes and Family

Readings for the Week of July 22, 2007
Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42

Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday: Ex 14:21-15:1/Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28

Thursday: Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Mt 13:10-17

Friday: Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23

Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Mt 13:24-30

Next Sunday:  Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13
©2007 Liturgical Publications Inc

Week of July 1-15, 2007

Current Year to Budget for Year to Date
Weeks Date Period over/(under)
$22,560 $22,560 $22,500 $60
CSA $46,714 $43,801 $2,913

Thanks to your support we have met our CSA goal. Any addi-
tional pledges will be returned to the parish and are not subject
to the diocesan assessment.. You can contribute to CSA any
time, simply mark the envel ope accordingly.

Please Pray for the Sick

Bernadette Barton  Jean Reynolds Sue Domke

Chris McKitrick Margie Cooley Bessie Burger
Libka Aranki Scott Lawton Fr. Danid (Jerry) Kelly
Matthew Burell Carl Travis Laura Serptti
ElenaMorris June Mazo Flo Pushman

Joan Roe John Rapai Sel Attinello
Jerome Ollegs Katelyn Locke Fr. Thomas Byrne
Donna Anthony Kathy Sullivan Natlie Scott

Kristy Dusseau Tom Blanchett Jr  Joyce Murphy
Edwin Rafferty Jane Rhodes Lawrence Michel
Jane Hyman Christian Burrell  Dean Katschor
John Chontos Andrea Head Vel Attinello
Rosemary Doherty  Julia Probst Jerry Grant

Fr. Aaron DePeyster Laurie & John Wisnieski

Ruby Egan Ruth Walters Joyce Murphy

Vel & Sal Attinello  Vicki Boteler Matthew Moran

Robin Beck

Thosein the Armed For ces

Nicholas Benyo Paul B. Murphy Joseph J. Boulay
Nicholas Davis Carl Francis Gonyea Harold Egan
David Hebert James T. Herzog Nathan Owen
Brandon Lambrix Andrew Machinski Charles Mills
Amy Omlid Patty Omlid Jonathan Otten
Brandon Paddock Todd R. Otten, M.D John Reaume
Douglas Strasser Patrick Tiderman Paul Vance
Nicholas Wiggington Alex Rhodes Michael Ullman
Rebecca Wyffels-Murphy Serina Wiggington
Christopher Kay Gregory Jankowski Sean Laura

Brian Rhodes Jr. Dennis Mullins

Sarah LaDuke

Greg Gonyea

St. Mary T-Shirts
We have a limited number of adult sized St. Mary Parish t-
shirts left from our school’s 75" anniversary parade. The t-
shirts are royal blue with white lettering. St. Mary Church bul-
letin logo is on the front left chest and the four commissions of
the Church are listed on the back: Worship, Education, Chris-
tian Service and Stewardship. The t-shirts will be available in
the parish office for $7.00 to cover the cost.

Dear parishioners,

Thank you very much for helping

me pay for my visit to Steuben-

ville. | had a great time meeting

new people and learning about

my faith. It was a very good experience and | am glad |
went. Thank you so much for your generosity.

Sincerely, Your Steubenville visitor

3rd Bann
Joe Perrini and Angela Mashke
Please keep them in your prayers
asthey prepare to share the
sacrament of marriage.




FR. HUBERT COUNCIL KNIGHTSOF COLUMBUS
With the beginning of the new fraternal year for the Knights of
Columbus which began on July 1st, we start to concentrate on
growing our membership. Our first membership drive in the
parishes will be in September. To get a head start and maybe
help you as you consider membership in the K of C, we would
like to introduce you to “The 24-Hour Knight.” Men today
have many commitments that they must fulfill, especially their
duties to their families and to the workplace. Time is limited
and it is easy to say, “I don't have much time to give to the
Knights, so why should | join?’ If you could give just 24 hours
a year to the Knights of Columbus and make a positive differ-
ence in your community and church, would you consider join-
|ng’? Let’s break down the hours:

12 hours a year reading your weekly parish bulletin, state

and council newsletters, COLUMBIA magazine, and

maybe even surfing the State and Supreme Council web-

Sites.

2 hours ayear volunteering at your council’s Tootsie Roll

Drivefor people with intellectual disabilities.

2 hours ayear attending, with your family, two corporate

Communions or prayer services

2 hours a year on a council-sponsored Church, commu-

nity, council, family or youth project of your choosing.

2 hours a year attending one or two council meetings.

(Usualy run well)

4 hours ayear enjoying (again, with your family) a coun-

cil social function such as a dinner, dance, picnic, etc.
Even with this minimal commitment you can be an important
part of the K of C and reap the benefits membership has to of-
fer you and your family.

Serving Christ by Serving Others
Thank you to those who have come forward to help with paint-
ing and power washing the school and those that will be clean-
ing the church and are helping in the office. As with many
parishes we still have more ways you can help!

Christian Service Job Posting
Our Christian Service Commission is in need of a volunteer
coordinator for our monthly bake sale fund raisers. Tentative
dates have been reserved for the bake sales through the end of
the year. Our first bake sale will be the weekend of August 4-5.
If you are interested in this job, please call Jill Brazier at (734)
664-6731 or Beth in the parish office

Auction Help Needed

Our school auction is a fun evening that all are invited to join
us. It takes a great deal of work to make this evening the suc-
cess it has been in the past. There are many different projects
that can fit most schedules. We are in need of event volunteers,
auction donations, creative ideas and any other help school
families and Parishioners could give to us. Call Kristine Wa-
hoski: 586-531-1706 for more information or to volunteer!

Thank you for responding to the call for
help at All Saints Soup Kitchen...

The following parishioners helped serve an afternoon meal to
the needy at All Saints Soup Kitchen in Detroit on Wednesday,
July 11th: Rose Hoffman, Frances Sanger, Eileen Lichy and
Angela Maile. These parishioners joined forces with parishion-
ers from St. Roch to serve a meal to over 200 of our brothers
and sisters from the Detroit area. Thank you to Rose, Eileen
and Peggy Chatell for providing pasta salads. Thank you to
Rose and Frances for providing a dessert. And thank you to
our parishioner who donated monies used to purchase ground
beef and hamburger buns for our sloppy joes. Our volunteers
also delivered our plastic grocery bags to All Saints food pan-
try. They were very grateful. God bless you!

Did you know that there are other opportunities to serve the
hungry in our area? St. Mary parishioners are helping, once
every other month, to prepare and serve a meal to the hungry in
Monroe through GodWorks! at St. Mary Church in Monroe and
every Wednesday at Flat Rock First Congregational Church.
Call the parish office if you are interested in serving. We'll put
you in touch with our coordinator.

Our Christian Service Commission is still looking for someone
to coordinate volunteers and offer opportunities to serve at
places like All-Saints, Capuchin Kitchen, Gleaners, Mana
House...to name a few. If you are interested, please call the
parish office or Jill Brazier at 734 664-6731.

Spiritual Support Volunteersand

Eucharistic Ministers Needed

Might God be calling you to the special ministry of visiting the
sick? Volunteers are needed at Oakwood Southshore Medical
Center to visit patients and bring Communion. All volunteers
must complete training and orientation and then we ask for a
commitment of two to three hours, one morning each week, or
every other week. If you feel that God might be calling you to
this amazing and humbling ministry, please contact Chaplain
Beverly Beltramo at 734-671-3647.

NATIONAL NFP AWARENESS WEEK:
July 22-28

NFP is Natural Family Planning. It is a scientific way for cou-
plesto determine fertile and infertile times in the wifes cycle so
that a pregnancy may be achieved or avoided. Certified teach-
ers of the Couple to Couple League (www.ccli.org) teach a four
part class series, with classes spaced about a month
apart. Engaged and married couples can learn the theory and
practice of the sympto-thermal method of Natural Family Plan-
ning. NFP issafe, healthy, effective and morally acceptable.

Call to find out more and register for upcoming NFP classes:
Redford: Our Lady of Loretto

Beginning in July (Sat. 1:30-4pm)

Pete and Mary Cooney (734)660-4344

Saline: St. Joseph Hospital
August 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 8 (Mon. 7-9pm)
Liz and Lee Strang (734)439-2217

Ann Arbor: Caritasat St. Joseph sHospital
Sept. 8, Oct. 6, Nov. 3, Dec. 1(Sat. 10 am-noon)
Teachers. Albert and Becky Fargj

Call Jolynn @734.429.0603 to register

Dearborn : Sacred Heart
Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 15, Jan. 12 (Sat. 9-11:30 am)
Tom and Heather Bress (313)277-8067




IsYour Student Learning

About NFP in Biology Class?
By Nancy Couch Nowak, MD and CCL Promoter

Parents really should be the primary educators of their children.
How | wish | had learned this much, much sooner. Even in pub-
lic education, one hopes that science classes will at least be sci-
entific about their approach. | have had the opportunity to review
several Biology texts (or at least the chapters related to reproduc-
tion) that my local public school district wishes to purchase.

Under Michigan law, any revisions to curriculum that relates to
reproduction needs to be reviewed by a board. There is a bro-
chure explaining much of the law available from Michigan
Family Forum, entitled “Sex Education.: Rights & Responsi-
bilitiesin Michigan Law.”

Here is the part of the text review that made me very upset.
Unless my district’s teachers counter text errors with correct
information, children in my district may read that "with the
birth control pill, we expect 100% effectiveness...." They may
also read that, " On the other hand, with natural family plan-
ning, one of the least effective methods, we expect that 70%
will not get pregnant and 30% will get pregnant within the
year." This wording, or very similar wording is found in two
McGraw Hill biology texts authored by Sylvia S. Mader.

One might guess that they have taken the numbers for NFP
from the old rhythm method, or perhaps somehow used an even
worse estimate than the “typical use” statistics for contracep-
tives which the FDA refersto on their website.

The texts' “100% effectiveness’ for the birth control pill ap-
pears to have come from a misrepresentation of even the FDA’s
“perfect use” statistics. The source for this FDA data is a medi-
cal reference called Contraceptive Technology, which has the
current version of the table online.

If one compares data from the current table with the 1997 FDA
table, one finds that the “perfect use” failure rate for “fertility
awareness-based” methods was listed as 1-9% in 1997, and 3-
5% in the current table, so it seems this reference is coming
closer to the numbers we might expect. Both tables mention a
failure rate for NFP of 25% for “typical use’; it would be inter-
esting to see what references they use to make this statement.
(For more correct information, see the recent Family Founda-
tions article, “Study validates effectiveness of the symptother-
mal method” in the May/June 2007 issue, showing failure rates
aslow as 0.4% for perfect use.

Once a child is taught this so called “science” at school, will
they not doubt the effectiveness of NFP when they hear about it
later asthey approach marriage?

Parents, please check the information in your children’s Biol-
ogy texts (for college as well), to see if you need to arm them
with the real scientific truth —that NFP is effective. Not only is
it effective, but we could probably have a whole course on the
benefits to the marriage and the family. Can any other
“methods’ say there is so little risk, yet there are such signifi-
cant benefits?

For internet references contact

couch@pol.net.

Nancy at drnancy-

Faith Habits

Conversation with a Friend Part |11

Third and last part of my conversation with a friend about How
to Become a Better Parishioner.

If we are striving to be a better parishioner, we must see our St.
Mary Parish as the center of our spiritual operations. It must be
the place where we are spiritually refreshed by frequent partici-
pation in the liturgy or where we might spend some quiet timein
persona prayer and reflection. It is also a place where we know
life is valued, where we can speak freely of the challenges and
pure beauty of whatever we find happening in our life. Bu it is
also the place we know goodness is valued. It is important we
find spiritual growth, for there is no other place in our lives quite
the same as St. Mary’s.  Within our parish, we find the intimacy
of home, a place where our Pastor, Fr. Jim, is forever interested
in showing us and telling us endless ways to constantly be aware
of values that continually form our spiritual being.

Successful parishioners simply won't —and don’t- pass up this
continuing opportunity to take occasional personal inventory of
ourselves, and be refreshed and inspired to lead a better life.
Successful parishioners are proud of St. Mary’s. It isavaued
part of our community, and we should be proud of the accom-
plishments of our parish.

The people we touch on a daily basis should realize how we
value our faith by the way we treat them. Through the action of
our faith and beliefs, our Christian attitude shows we live better
lives because of the ever-presence of God in our lives. Thereis
no greater compliment we can receive than having someone say:
“You can tell he (or she) attends St. Mary’s.” By striving to be a
better parishioner, we are not necessarily preservers of our faith,
rather, practioners of away of life. Hopefully Eternal Life!

I hope the conversation with my friend was found to be helpful.
It taught me the importance of connecting prayer to life and
ultimately to the Heart of Jesus.

May the Passion of Jesus Christ be alwaysin our Hearts!
Dale Cousino

WANT TO GET CLOSER TO

THE ONE YOU LOVE?
Y ou can do that on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend!
Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married couples can get
away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones —and focus only on
each other. If you'd like greater depth, growth, and enrichment
in your relationship, you'll like the difference a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter weekend can make! The upcoming week-
ends are September 14-16, October 19-21, and November 16-
18, 2007at St. John Center for Y outh and Family in Plymouth ,
MI . Weekends fill up quickly, so a prompt response is encour-
aged. For information or to register, contact:
Bill & Carol Higgins at 248-528-2512 or
birdhaus@wideopenwest.com or
Dan & Debbie Waring at 586-286-5524
or dwaring@talkamerica.net

Part Time Cleaning Position
Our school has a part time janitorial position available begin-
ning in September. Please |eave a message at the school office
379.9285 if you are interested.




July/August 2007

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
M ass 8:30, 10:00, Our Lady of AA closed | Adoration 9:00 amto Confession 3:00 pm
11:30 & 5:15 pm Perpetual Help meeting 7:00 6:45pm Pray at Abortion Clinic
7:30pm 10:30
29 30 3 1 2 3 4
Mass 8:30, 10:00, Baptism Class AA closed | Adoration 9:00 am to First Friday Food Bank 10-noon
11:30 & 5:15pm 6:00 pm meeting 7:00 6:45pm| Confession 8:00 Confession 8:00 am
Our Lady of | Worship Com- am& 11:30 & 3:00 pm
Perpetual Help | mission 7:00 pm Mass 8:30 & noon| Pray at Abortion Clinic
7:30pm Visitsto home- 10:30
bound Bake Sale
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Mass 8:30, 10:00, | Stewardship Our Lady of AA closed | Adoration 9:00 amto Confession 3:00 pm
11:30 & 5:15pm 6:00| Perpetual Help meeting 7:00 6:45pm Pray at Abortion Clinic
Bake Sdle 7:30pm Parish Council 10:30

7:00 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
M ass 8:30, 10:00, Our Lady of AA closed | Adoration 9:00 amto Pray at Abortion Clinic
11:30 & 5:15pm Perpetua Help meeting 7:00 6:45pm 10:30
Bake Sdle 7:30pm Confession 3:00 pm

Parish Participation
Picnic 5:30 pm

Advertising
Here
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Special instructions Please increase by 50 from last week. Can you let me know what
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